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Planning to renew your ISWC membership? Don’t forget the new rates for multiple year renewals. 
 

1 year  - $30.00   

2 years - $55.00   

3 years - $75.00 

All renewals are payable in US funds. 
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The President’s Note 
 

Last issue I had mentioned auctions as a favorite place for me to check out wagons for sale. My 

own preference would be a local estate auction. Unfortunately, with their increasing popularity, 

wagons are now being sold by “The Big Guys” such as Barrett Jackson. The most recent issue of 

Hemmings Motor News (May 2019) provides a sampling of the Barrett Jackson Auction, 

Scottsdale, January 2019. A red 1968 Opel Kadett Caravan similar to a Kadett owned by one of 

our members. In a restored #1 condition it sold for $17,050. Or perhaps you would like an AMC 

Pacer, Original #3 condition which sold for $8,800. I am always asked if I watch the car auctions 

on TV. Perhaps once. I was bored after the first 10 muscle cars. Same thing at Hershey. I will 

likely never attend one of those auctions. I think I’ll stay with my local estate auctions. Thanks to  

member Gregg Merksamer for sending me these little tidbits of information about the ever 

changing world of wagons. 

 

Last newsletter before show time. I’ll remind everyone to get your registration forms in ASAP. It 

makes for a better organized event, when we know your tour preferences far in advance. Also a 

reminder to reserve your room at the discounted rate, which is good through May 24. If you have 

some extra time, there are plenty of sites to see, which are not on the tour list.  

 

 

New Members: 

 

Rick Rousseau   Massillon, OH   No wagon listed at this time  

Brian LaBombard  Rochester, NY   No wagons listed at this time 

Richard Stetler  Manchester, MI  No wagons listed at this time 

 

 

Welcome to the ISWC. Hope to see you at a future club show.  

 

 

Chuck Snyder 

President ISWC    



Police Station Wagon Ambulances 

Anthony J. Rzucidlo 

 

Before the federal government established laws and regulations in the mid 1970’s regarding the construction of 

vehicles to be used as ambulances, and standards developed regarding the type of training that personnel assigned to 

ambulances had to have, police departments were involved in the transportation of ill and injured persons to area 

hospitals. This article will take a look at those operations in the Detroit area. For the most part, the type of vehicle that 

was used by police departments for this type of work was the station wagon. Not only could the vehicles be utilized 

for routine patrol work, but when the need arose for medical transport duties it could also be used for that as well. 

 

Unlike today’s highly trained Emergency Medical 

Technician or paramedic, back in the day the most 

advanced training that police officers had as it 

related to the sick or injured was the basic first aid 

class that they received at the police academy. 

Also unlike the ambulances of today with all of the 

equipment that they have to provide aid to those in 

need, the vehicle back then had only the basic 

items, which in most cases was a stretcher, blanket, 

pillow and first aid kit. The Dearborn Police 

Department had station wagons in its fleet of patrol 

cars from 1957 to 1966. The make of the station 

wagons was Ford and they were referred to as 

“Amblewagons.” They were equipped with              

stretcher, fire extinguisher and first aid kit. Over the      

years the color schemes changed. When they first         

appeared in 1957 they were red and white. I can           

recall back in the mid 1960’s that the wagons were  

marroon.  

 

It was reported that these vehicles were hardly ever used in transporting persons to the hospital since the fire 

department handled that task. However, the city still had them and they were able to respond and transport if required. 

From 1961 to 1973 the Detroit Police Department transported sick or injured persons to the hospital when called to 

do so utilizing station wagons. In June 1972 the Detroit Fire Department established the Emergency Medical Service 

which took over the responsibility of responding to calls for medical assistance. However, the police department 

continued to respond to medical calls until 1973, at which time the fire department had enough units in service to 

totally take over the duties for ambulance response. It should be noted that prior to 1961, Detroit police would answer 

a request for ambulance service by responding with what they called the “Auto Patrol” or “Paddy Wagon” which 

This group of 1957 Ford station wagons utilized by the 

Dearborn Police Department was taken in front of the 

Ford Motor Company World Headquarters (Glass 

House) in Dearborn, MI.  

(Ford Motor Company photo – Anthony J. Rzucidlo collection)  

 



each precinct had. From the information that I have received, both the “Auto Patrol” and the first station wagons 

there was not first aid of any kind provided to an ill or injured person. They were only placed on a stretcher, given a 

pillow, a blanket and a quick ride to the hospital. Some common sayings used to describe this type of medical aid as 

“load and go” and “scoop and run.” 

Each Detroit precinct had a set number of scout 

cars assigned to it. Out of that number, depending 

on the geographic size of the precinct and the 

population within the precinct, it was determined 

how many of these scout cars were station 

wagons. When the department started using the 

wagon for both patrol and medical transport they 

utilized 1961 Dodges. In 1963 they switched to 

Plymouth wagons.  

In 1964 the department switched to Ford station 

wagons. The Fords had split rear fold down seats 

provided for an officer to ride in the back with the 

ill or injured person. That of course was if only one 

person was placed in the rear of the wagon. The 

police department stayed with the Ford wagons 

until 1973, when the wagon service ended. At that 

point the wagons were used almost exclusively to 

transport injured or shot police officers.  

The city of Warren, Michigan was another government agency that utilized police officers for the transportation of 

those in need of going to the hospital, after the fire department gave up the service. Warren police officers performed 

this task from 1966 to approximately 1968. The department operated 1966 Chevrolet Impala station wagons, which 

were dark blue with gold lettering on the doors. 

This Detroit Police “wagon” was photographed in the downtown area.        (George Patak  photo) 

This 1963 Plymouth station wagon has been 

turned into a replica Detroit Police “Scout 

Car” by George Parak. Units such as this one 

were not only used for patrol work, but also to 

transport ill and injured citizens to the 

hospital.          (George Patak  photo)  

 



The ISWC will be in Buffalo in June. Is that why the 

tourism bureau is flooding the Pittsburgh TV market 

with Buffalo tourism ads? Since the ISWC home base is 

just 35 miles north of Pittsburgh, do the folks in Buffalo 

think all of our members are from this area? I do have to 

wonder. Is New York City or perhaps Boston and 

maybe even Chicago being bombarded with similar 

Buffalo tourist ads? Let me know. I am curious. 

cesmurf10@aol.com 

The ads promote food with America’s Tastiest Drive. 

Looks good to me. I may have to stop by the Parkside 

Candy store.   

Unfortunately, our tour of the GMC engine plant has 

been cancelled. Seems that school students have taken 

our slot. Bummer!  

But food for thought. The Buffalo tourism ads provide a 

long list of things to do and see in the area. The Buffalo 

Museum of Science is open 7 days a week. View 

artifacts, The Art of the Brick, Buffalo in Space and the 

Kellogg Observatory are just a few of the Museum’s 

offerings. 

The Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens features 

not only local plants, but plants from around the world. 

Three glass domes and nine greenhouses are located on 

11.4 acres near the entrance to South Park.  

Art is in abundance in the area with galleries, art centers 

and museums. 

We have seen Niagara Falls from the Canadian side. 

How about a tour on the US side?  

The Herschell Carrousel Factory Museum is sure to 

please with 2 antique carousels, exhibits and 

demonstrations, children’s gallery and more.  

And for those who may enjoy a bit of gaming, we can’t 

forget to mention the Seneca Casino. 

 

Even Gregg Merksamer got into the tourist business, promoting what appears to be a perfect stop for any old car lover. (What 

old car person doesn’t collect toy cars?) He found this ad for die cast toys in the Buffalo area. Largest selection of die cast 

worldwide? I plan on visiting. And it is only a short drive from the hotel. 

 

mailto:cesmurf10@aol.com


Weird Wagons 

Chuck Snyder 

 

Chrysler and Ghia had extensive interaction building concept cars throughout the 50’s. Chrysler, 

Dodge, DeSoto and Plymouth all had Ghia built concept cars. But not many of them were station 

wagons. In the previous Talegate, the Plymouth Plainsman was featured. Its history is well 

documented and the car still exists, making it more well known that other concept wagons.  

 

For 1958 Plymouth had yet another wagon concept, the Plymouth Cabana. Even more futuristic 

than the Plainsman, the Cabana featured a futuristic design complete with an unusual styled roof, 

large tailfins and an abundance of curves. The rear one third of the roof was glass, forming both 

side and rear windows. It was designed to be powered by a naturally aspirated gasoline powered 

engine (although no specs appear for the engine) with rear wheel drive. Overall length was 216 in 

with a width of 80 in. Wheelbase was 124 in. 

 

The large wrap around windshield 

provided better visibility than other 

cars of the day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the 50’s the economy was 

booming and everyone was looking 

forward to the future. The Cabana 

provided that futuristic look. 

 

 

 

 



 

When taking a closer look at the 

Cabana, various features of future 

Chrysler products can be seen. The 

suicide rear doors were one feature 

that did not carry over.  

 

 

 

 

 

The “Way Back” featured an all glass 

enclosure, which acted as both side and 

rear windows. Unfortunately the Plymouth 

Cabana never went into production and 

remained a concept car.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although, Chrysler/Ghia made their share of concept cars, they were not alone when it came to 

providing a look into the future. Over several decades station wagons have evolved from the 

utilitarian haulers of the teens to the favored hauler of suburban families in the 50’s and 60’s. 

Although Ford has been known as the wagon master, by the mid 60’s Ford had fallen behind 

Chrysler and GM in wagon sales with Rambler just behind Ford. The Aurora was intended to 

remedy the situation. There were 23 forward looking and convenience ideas designed into the 

Aurora.  

 

Luxury was now to be included in wagon design. The luxurious Ford Aurora concept station wagon 

was introduced to the world at the 1964 New York World’s Fair. 



Similar to the Plymouth Cabana, 

the Aurora provided futuristic 

styling, which included expansive 

areas of glass. Glass was not 

limited to conventional window 

areas. Instead it was curved over to 

form the roof area providing a 

panoramic view. The B pillar was 

the most prominent roof structure 

and appeared to support the entire 

glass roof. Thin A and D pillars 

provided additional support. With 

all that glass, an adjustable 

polarizing screen was required to 

keep the occupants cool. 

 

No woodgrain on this wagon. Instead, it was 

replaced with a blue electro-luminescent feature 

that ran the length of the car and served as running 

lights. The headlights were also unique. A bank of 

twelve, one inch wide sealed beams were centered 

across the front of the car. 

 

The interior of the wagon was divided into 3 

zones: the driver’s cockpit, the lounge area and the 

children’s area, also known as the “romper room.” 

 

 

 

 

The driver’s cockpit consisted of a high back 

bucket seat and a special W shaped steering 

handlebar, which required a mere half turn from 

lock to lock. The front passenger seat swiveled to 

Face the rear passengers. The center lounge 

featured L shaped seating. Directly behind the 

driver was a refrigerator/oven unit and a cooler for 

food and drink. Entertainment in the lounge area 

was provided by an AM/FM radio or a flat screen 

TV, which was mounted on the B pillar.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

The instrument panel consisted of advanced 

instrumentation, complete with cruise control and 

a very primitive GPS system, providing the perfect 

over the road experience.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, at the rear of the wagon a clamshell type 

tailgate allowed easy access to the rear facing seat. 

The lower section of the tailgate dropped almost 

to the ground to provide easy access, even for 

children. The radio doubled as an intercom. Toy 

storage areas were designed into the area. A 

sliding glass partition was provided between the 

lounge area and the romper room.  

 

It took years, but eventually some of the Aurora 

features began to show up in production vehicles. 

Interior features eventually found their way into 

mini vans. Its cruise control, variable ratio steering 

and GPS also found their way into modern 

vehicles.    

 

 

 

Continued on page 17. 



 



HAULIN’ HISTORY 

By Eric Josephson, ISWC Historian 

Spring 2019 

 

Hooray for Hollywood Haulers, Part 2:  

More Wagons in Showbiz 

 

In my “Haulin’ History” installment for the Summer 2013 

Talegate, I reflected upon how the vehicles used in showbiz can sometimes play as much of a 

starring role as the actors involved, and focused upon many of the most famous station wagons to 

make the scene. The “family truckster” from National Lampoon’s Vacation and the 1969 

Oldsmobile Vista Cruiser from That ’70s Show are among the prime examples I cited in that article. 

The Internet Movie Car Database (imcdb.org) has a wealth of information and images of vehicles 

that have appeared on screen in our theatres and living rooms over the years. Some of these 

vehicles were a primary focal point, others merely turned up in the background of one scene or 

were in a “blink and you’ll miss them” moment. Now I return to the subject to relate some more 

examples from the entertainment world. 

 

Let’s begin the Hollywood haulin’ journey 

on the big screen. Bette Davis drove a 1940 

Buick Super Estate Wagon in several 

films, including the 1942 classic Now, 

Voyager. She eventually got to keep the 

woodie for her own, and many attendees of 

the 2017 ISWC Pocono Mountain 

convention got to see it for themselves 

within the collection of the NB Center for 

American Automotive Heritage in 

Allentown, Pennsylvania. Other examples 

of the same model were seen in High 

Sierra and Sunset Boulevard. 

 

                                                                                     1940 Buick Super Estate wagon  

                                                                                            driven by Bette Davis 

 

Not long after my earlier Hollywood hauler article was printed, a new movie titled The Way Way 

Back was released. Here the starring hauler driven by Steve Carrel was a 1970 Buick Estate 

Wagon. A 1978 Estate Wagon was seen in the Al Pacino film Author, Author (one scene of which 

was shot in my hometown of Gloucester, Massachusetts), and a 1987 Electra Estate Wagon hit the 

spotlight in that year’s comedy Adventures In Babysitting. A white 1976 Buick Century station 

wagon with piano-key graphics on the bodysides appeared in the HBO film Behind the 



Candelabra, which focused on the later life of pianist Liberace and starred Michael Douglas and 

Matt Damon. 

 

In the Best Picture of 1971, The French Connection, you can catch glimpses of several wagons. 

During that famous scene in which Gene Hackman is in a wild frenzy chasing the overhead train 

through the busy streets of Brooklyn in hot pursuit of the hit man who is looking to kill him, he 

blows by a 1962 Chevy Bel Air, a 1964 Ford Country Squire, a 1964 Olds Vista Cruiser, a 1965 

Plymouth Fury III, a 1967 Pontiac Bonneville and a 1969 Plymouth Fury Custom Suburban. In 

other scenes, you can find a 1967 Chevy Chevelle 300 and a 1970 Chevy Townsman. 

 

In the chase scene of The Seven-Ups, a sort-of sequel to The French Connection released in 1973, 

we can spot a 1966 Olds Vista Cruiser, a 1969 Volvo 145, a 1970 Ford Torino Squire, a 1971 Fiat 

124, a 1971 Pontiac Safari, and a 1968 Opel Kadett wagon that gets its door ripped off the hinges 

as the crooks speed by it. 

 

 

 

Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz, though busy 

with I Love Lucy, took time to make a full-

length film comedy, Forever, Darling, 

released in 1956. The film also starred 

James Mason and a then-new Dodge Royal 

Custom Sierra. 

 

1956 Dodge Royal  

Custom Sierra 

 

Kevin Costner held the keys to a 1964 Olds Vista Cruiser in A Perfect World. In the story line, he 

takes possession of the wagon in the fall of 1963. While this would have been just as the 1964 

models were beginning to hit the streets, the Vista Cruiser didn’t actually go on sale until the 

following February! (Who knows? Maybe the production staff just wasn’t informed.) 

 

Among assorted Fords, a 1951 Custom Country Squire was seen in the 1959 film A Summer Place. 

In the 1968 family comedy Yours, Mine and Ours starring Henry Fonda and Lucille Ball, the flanks 

of their 1967 Ford Country Sedan were decorated with the customary “Just Married”. In Airport, 

Burt Lancaster surveyed the grounds in a 1969 Ford Galaxie 500 Country Sedan. A 1977 Ford 

LTD II Squire turned up in the box office smash Saturday Night Fever. In the horror favorite 

Halloween, a 1978 Ford LTD wagon was driven by the film’s serial killer villain Michael Myers. 

An all-new 1979 Ford LTD Country Squire appeared in that year’s comedy film The Jerk starring 

Steve Martin. And a Mercury Grand Marquis Colony Park of 1988-1991 vintage can be found in 

the opening sequence of the film A League of Their Own. 

 

Now to take it home and look back at the haulers seen on the old Philco…or Admiral, RCA, 

Magnavox, Zenith, what have you: 

 



In Alfred Hitchcock Presents, Dearborn-built wagons seemed to have as commanding a presence 

as the host himself. A 1936 Ford woodie, 1956 Ford Country Squire, Ford Country Sedans of 1957 

and 1960 vintage, a 1961 Ford Ranch Wagon, a 1959 Edsel Villager, a 1951 Mercury and a 1962 

Mercury Comet have all had their turns on the intrigue-filled anthology series. 

 

Another well-known anthology series was, of course, The Twilight Zone.  In the 1960 episode “The 

Monsters Are Due On Maple Street”, Les Goodman (played by Claude Akins) cannot start his 

1959 Ford Country Sedan. Unbeknownst to him, the wagon, among other things on Maple Street, 

is under the control of visiting aliens. Rod Serling has also given light to 1960 Country Sedan in 

“Nick of Time”, a 1957 Plymouth Custom Suburban in “Once Upon a Time”, a 1962 Mercury 

Commuter in “Mute” and a 1963 Mercury Colony Park in “Living Doll”. 

 

 

 

 

IMCDb shows several wagons captured on 

Perry Mason during its first two seasons, 

among them a 1941 Ford Super DeLuxe, a 

1955 Chevrolet Bel Air Nomad, a 1957 

Mercury Commuter, a 1958 Chrysler 

Windsor Town & Country and a 1958 

DeSoto Fireflite. 

  

1958 Chrysler Windsor  

Town & Country 

 

 

A 1958 Edsel Bermuda, Ford Country Sedans from 1957 and 1959, and Mercury Comet wagons 

from each year of their first generation (1960-1963) all transported the Stone family of The Donna 

Reed Show. A 1950 Ford Custom Country Squire, a 1959 Chevrolet Brookwood and a 1961 Ford 

Country Squire have also had moments on the series. 

 

Gomer Pyle, USMC has displayed a 1950 Plymouth Deluxe Suburban, 1958 Dodge Sierra, a 1966 

Ford Country Sedan, a 1966 Plymouth Belvedere II (Chrysler furnished vehicles for the show) and 

a 1966 Mercury Comet Voyager. Shazam! 

 

Chrysler was also a prime source of vehicles The Doris Day Show. Making the scene here were 

1968 and 1969 Plymouth Sport Satellite Wagons and a 1970 Dodge Coronet 440 wagon. Some 

other haulers that have turned up include a 1959 Plymouth Sport Suburban, a 1959 Mercury 

Commuter, a 1966 Ford Country Sedan, a 1966 Mercury Comet Voyager, a 1966 Mercury Colony 

Park, a 1970 Oldsmobile Cutlass and a 1971 Ford LTD Country Squire. 

 

Chevrolet wagons seemed to figure prominently in The Partridge Family. Various episodes 

displayed Impala wagons from 1968, 1973 and 1974 and equivalent Kingswoods from 1971 and 

1972, as well as 1970 and 1972 Kingswood Estates, a 1964 Chevelle Malibu, a 1972 Chevelle 



Concours Estate, and a 1973 Chevelle Malibu Estate. A 1970 Ford Country Sedan, a 1971 Mercury 

Monterey and a 1961 Mercury Comet two-door are among other wagons seen on the show. 

 

On Columbo, the haulin’ variety has brought us a 1964 Chevy Impala, a 1971 Chevy Kingswood, 

a 1971 Chevy Vega Kammback, a 1974 Chevy Caprice Estate, a 1974 Pontiac LeMans Safari, 

1964 and 1971 Ford Country Squires, a 1955 Ford Country Sedan, several early-to-mid-’70s full-

size Fords that include some funeral coaches, a 1962 Mercury Colony Park, a 1974 AMC Hornet 

Sportabout D/L, a 1966 Volkswagen Type 3 Squareback and even a 1972 Mazda RX-3. 

 

 

If you tune in to that “Dyn-o-mite” sitcom 

Good Times, watch the opening sequence 

for a 1964 Rambler Classic 770 Cross 

Country turning the corner around the 

Evans’ apartment complex. 

 

1964 Rambler Classic 770 

Cross Country 

 

 

In 1974, a new series called Sierra, produced by Jack Webb, premiered on NBC. It proved short-

lived, lasting only thirteen episodes (largely because it was shown opposite The Waltons), but the 

park rangers on the show did drive a 1974 AMC Matador wagon. Another Matador wagon, a 1976 

model, was the official coroner’s vehicle driven by Jack Klugman as Quincy, M.E. 

 

In The Father Dowling Mysteries, Sister Stephanie, played by actress Tracy Nelson, drove a well-

worn Ford LTD Country Squire of 1976-1978 vintage that was missing all its wheel covers. 

 

A highly modified 1978 Plymouth Volare wagon transported guests on Fantasy Island. It sported 

a red-and-white striped canvas top, white eight-spoke wheel covers, and no doors or side windows. 

 

In a two-hour episode of Ironside titled “Split Second to an Epitaph” aired early in its second 

season, we get a good look at a 1968 Plymouth Satellite Sport Wagon. 

 

A 1968 Chevrolet Caprice Estate and a 1969 Chrysler Town & Country appeared in that year’s 

Adam-12 episode “Log 92: Tell Him He Pushed Back a Little Too Hard”, which featured 

Bewitched actor Dick Sargent. 

 

In “The Condemned”, the Season 6 premiere episode of The F.B.I., a 1969 Ford Fairlane 500 

wagon is driven by bank robbers, one of whom is played by Martin Sheen. 

 

Robbers in “Slay Ride”, a 1983 episode of the police series T.J. Hooker, drove a 1966 Mercury 

Colony Park as their getaway car. 

 



On the police drama series In The Heat of the Night, actress Denise Nicholas (best known for her 

role as guidance counselor Liz McIntyre on Room 222), as a guest in the 1990 episode “A Problem 

Too Personal”, drove a 1985 Oldsmobile Cutlass Cruiser. 

 

An animated version of a 1971 Buick Estate Wagon has been drawn for The Simpsons. More Estate 

Wagons of various years listed at imdbc.com have turned up in such shows as Kojak, Vega$, and 

Murder, She Wrote. 

 

At least a few public service announcements have included wagons as well. Keep America 

Beautiful, in collaboration with the Ad Council, was known for its anti-littering messages during 

the Sixties and Seventies. There were a couple in particular in the mid-Sixties that featured a 1963 

Chevrolet Impala wagon. 

 

The Ad Council also did a Smokey Bear PSA in the Sixties featuring a family in a Dodge or 

Chrysler hardtop station wagon. Rod Serling did the narration, beginning with, “This is the Morgan 

family coming home from the lake…” Then the father tosses a burning cigarette out the window, 

thereby starting a forest fire. 

 

Another Smokey Bear spot from the mid-

Seventies features a family of three bears 

who pull up next to a house in a 1973 

Chevrolet Impala wagon and build a fire 

with pickets from the surrounding fence, 

then leave it burning when they go. The 

voiceover then states, “You wouldn’t want 

bears to be careless in your home. So don’t 

be careless in theirs!” 

       

                  1973 Chevrolet Impala 

 

Wagons have occasionally crept their way into the music world as well. Woodies were what you 

drove if you were into surfing. The definitive surfing band was, of course, the Beach Boys, whose 

hit songs “Surfin’ Safari” and “Surfer Girl” both mention woodies. Among the Beach Boys 

contemporaries were Jan & Dean, who were also known to do a few surfing songs, most notably 

their number one hit from 1963, “Surf City”, the first line of which goes “I’ve got a ’34 wagon and 

they call it a woodie”. 

 

In the 1973 song “Dead Skunk” by Loudon Wainwright III, a skunk gets run over by a passing 

station wagon as it is crossing the highway. 

 

In the 1983 music video of “Mexican Radio” by Wall of Voodoo, the band tools around the streets 

in a beat-up 1969 Buick Special Deluxe wagon. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In the opening verse of his hit song “The 

Best Day”, country music legend George 

Strait talks about loading up a station wagon 

with his son for a camping and fishing trip. 

 

1971 Ford LTD Country Squire 

“Loaded and ready to go” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another popular country singer, Gretchen 

Wilson, included a 1946 Ford Super Deluxe 

woodie in the video of her hit song 

“California Girls” (not the same song the 

Beach Boys did). 

 

1946 Ford Super Deluxe 

 

 

 

 

Well…so many famous wagons, so little time and space, so I’ll leave it here and say “The End”. 

Yet there’s always space for more of them on IMCDb, so I, and all of you, will be looking forward 

to finding any future haulin’ additions the webmasters have in store.  

________________________________________________________________ 

Weird Wagons - continued 

 

1951 Kaiser station wagon styling sketch. 

Although, Kaiser considered building a 

wagon, the company chose instead to modify 

a sedan into a hatchback. The top of the hatch 

opened up and the bottom opened down. 

Modifications to the seat allowed it to fold 

down flat, thus creating a utility space capable 

of handing a large load. The Kaiser Traveler, 

the first real hatchback. See our Parting Shot 

for a good view of the cargo area.   



 

 The 1957 Cadillac Coronado Touring with Jane Mansfield (for the younger crowd, one of the 

most popular sex symbols of the 50’s). Unfortunately, very little information is available on this 

concept. At a glance it would appear that the long roof is a close cousin to the Chevy Nomad of 

that era with its forward sloping B pillar.  

 

One of the most famous concept 

cars has to be the 1954 Corvette 

Nomad, the predecessor to the 

Chevy Nomad and Pontiac Safari 

two door wagons. The sporty 

wagon was introduced at the 1954 

General Motors Motorama in New 

York City. Five of the wagons were 

built and only three (of the 

originals) are known to still exist. 

The wagon has been so popular that 

numerous copies have been scratch 

built from Corvette and Nomad 

parts. 

 



 

What American luxury 

automaker began 

by making cages for 

birds and squirrels? 

 

(Answer on back page) 

 

 

 

 

Activities 

 

June 18 to 22, 2019 ISWC 2019 Convention and Show, Buffalo, New York  

I am heading to East Brady, PA and the Old Bank Deli at least once a month in my wagon. 

Anyone in Western PA that would like to join me, drop me a line. cesmurf10@aol.com  

 

Want Ads 

 

Time to get those ads to me for insertion in the next newsletter. In the meantime, I’ll insert one 

of my own.  

 

For Sale – Although my stock is slowly dwindling I still have lots of parts. Numerous Vega and 

Astre parts. Tell me what you need and I’ll tell you if I have it. Too many parts to list. I also have 

lots of parts for a ’72 Ford Squire and some glass for ‘84 Ford Squire and ‘87 Mercury Colony 

mailto:cesmurf10@aol.com


Park. I can now add 1957/58 Ranchero parts to include gas tank, spare tire well and cover, bed 

trim (except for the tailgate) and inner fenders. Also have 1958 Ford front fenders. How about a 

1959 Pontiac Bonneville hood? Chuck Snyder 724-586-7187. Call and leave a message.  

 

  

Answer to trivia question 

The George N. Pierce Co. of Buffalo , who made the Pierce Arrow, also made iceboxes. 

 

 

Parting Shot 

 

 


