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The President’s Note
Stonewall Jackson Hotel, Staunton, VA. You have either heard via email or post card by now, NO
ISWC 2020. After all the preparation, reservations were higher than normal, a simple thing like a
bug canceled our 17th annual show. We held on until the last minute hoping there would be a
turnaround. But when the Governor of Virginia issued his “stay at home” executive order, we had
to cancel. No loss to the club. I had spoken with the hotel just days before the order. Hotel
reservations were higher than normal. It was a go. I called the hotel the day of the order and spoke
with the sales manager. She was in total agreement that we could no longer have a show in
Staunton in 2020. That is the bad news. The good news is we were able to re-schedule the event
for 2021. See the activities list for the dates.
There have been several suggestions about having a late summer or early fall get together. Some
of our members spoke briefly about attending Das Awkscht Fescht. It is typically the first week in
August. I contacted the show organizers and have not received a response. Unfortunately the state
of Pennsylvania has mentioned the possibility of canceling all large events for the entire summer.
So, this might be a wait and see activity. I had the thought of meeting in Romney, WV in early
autumn. It is a small town in the middle of nowhere. But they have the Potomac Eagle Scenic
Railroad. Romney is also the home of my favorite VINTAGE motel, the Koolwink. If you prefer
modern, they have the South Branch Inn. Autumn is a busy time for the Railroad. Therefore, it
will be necessary to make reservations in the very near future. In the meantime, if you would be
interested in a late summer, early fall one day get together please email me. Let’s keep this strictly
email. That way we don’t have to worry about getting the news out via snail mail or phone. Email
me at the ISWC 2020 show address iswcshow2020@gmail.com and we can have an ongoing
conversation with all involved. If you have any suggestions for locations to meet, please forward
them via the same email address.
New Members:
Greg Pennington
Lloyd Ikerd

Chillicothe, OH
Paramount, CA

Welcome to the ISWC. Hope we see you at a future show.
Chuck Snyder
President ISWC

No wagons listed.
1989 Mercury Grand
Marquis Colony Park
(2) 1977 AMC Pacers

Once again, I find it necessary to inform the members of the loss of one of our own.
Albert C. McVicker, 81, of Virginia Beach, VA, passed away on March 10, 2020.
Born in Pittsburgh, PA, Albert was the son of the late Albert H. and Elsie K. McVicker. He retired
honorably from the U.S. Navy after 22 years of service. His last duty as an aircraft mechanic and
helicopter rescue aircrew with HAL-4 at NAS, Norfolk. Following retirement from the Navy, Albert
retired from civil service as a Lieutenant from the Naval Station Norfolk Fire Department.
Albert’s memberships include Virginia Chevy Lovers, Tidewater AACA, International Station Wagon
Club, and was a Docent on the USS Wisconsin.
Left to cherish his memories are his wife, Georgiann; two sons, Patrick and Michael and his wife, Joanna;
and grandchildren, Andrew and Eliza.
A memorial service will be held at Albert G. Horton, Jr., Memorial Veteran’s Cemetery, Suffolk, VA on
Monday, March 23, 2020, at 11 a.m. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the American
Parkinson Disease Association at Parkinson Plaza, 135 Parkinson Ave., Staten Island, NY 10305-1425.
Condolences may be offered to the family at www.hollomon-brown.com. To send flowers to the family or
plant a tree in memory of Albert C. McVicker please visit our Tribute Store.

I first met Al in Libertyville, IL with the “other” wagon
club. He was driving a ’93 Buick Roadmaster. Then in
Pittsburgh (again with the other club) he was driving
this beautiful ’57 Chevy BelAir Townsman. When you
think of Al, these are the wagons I’ll remember.
(Although, he did show up in Sturbridge with a
Mercedes wagon.)
Being from the Pittsburgh area myself, I enjoyed the
Pittsburgh stories that Al liked to tell. I still relate some
of them to my friends.

OUR VISIT TO THE NICOLA BULGARI CENTER FOR AMERICAN AUTOMOTIVE
HERITAGE ROME, ITALY (PART 1 of 2)
GEORGE HOLT
This past November I, my wife, and son spent a week vacationing in Rome. While there I arranged for a
private visit for my son Thomas and I to the Nicola Bulgari Center for American Automotive Heritage in
Rome (NB Center Rome). I was inspired by Carl Finer ‘s article in the January 2019 Buick Bugle (the
national magazine of the Buick Club of America). As most of you remember the International Station Wagon
Club (ISWC) visited the Nicola Bulgari Center for American Automotive Heritage in Allentown Pennsylvania
(NB Center Allentown) on an extensive tour in June of 2017. I contacted Christina Gaeta, Administrator at
the Allentown NB Center, who in turn put me in contact with Paolo Ciminiello, the Collection Manager in
Italy. Mr. Ciminiello very graciously agreed to a visit.
As ISWC members are aware Mr. Nicola Bulgari is an enthusiastic collector of American vintage cars. But
Nicola Bulgari is not the typical car collector. He cares little about capital appreciation, winning the most
trophies or owning the most toys. For more than thirty years Nicola Bulgari has been assembling one of the
world’s largest collections of antique and vintage automobiles, with an emphasis on Buicks. Bulgari’s
passion for Buicks dates back to his childhood in Rome when Buick was the car of choice for dignitaries,
diplomats, heads of state and even the Vatican. Bulgari says: “I fell in love with the Buicks. To me they were
a symbol of America. They had glamorous styling, personality, power and responsiveness. They are
luxurious without being ostentatious and offer the quality normally associated with far more expensive
import cars.” Nicola Bulgari’s passion for Buicks is obvious. However, his love of American cars is much
deeper and more eclectic. The monetary worth of a car plays no role in what he chooses to collect or
restore. Each vehicle is significant in its own way. If Nicola Bulgari decides to restore a car, the end value
is not part of the overall equation. This means a Nash sedan will receive the same attention as a custombodied Packard. This approach to collecting and restoration is appreciated by those who value America’s
rich automotive heritage. His staff does not give out the exact number of cars he owns, but it is currently
around 260 stored in his facilities in Allentown PA and Italy. They are looked after and driven frequently
(“They have to be exercised” he says) by a dedicated staff. “People need to understand what a car was in
the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s, how they function. Otherwise it’s just a fantasy—a static, dead fantasy,” says
Bulgari, who notes that he looks upon modern American vehicles with disdain. “What we’re trying to do is
show young people what this country was all about: The history of America is on four wheels. In 2016 Nicola
Bulgari hosted the Buick Club of America’s 50th Anniversary National Meet at his Allentown center
Nicola Bulgari was born in Rome in 1941, the third son of Giorgio Bulgari (1890–1966). His brother Gianni
was born in 1935 and Paolo in 1937. Nicola’s grandfather, the talented Greek silversmith Sotiris Voulgaris
(Sotirio Bulgari in Italian), emigrated from Epirus, Greece to Italy and founded in the Bulgari company in
Rome in 1884. The brand quickly established a reputation for Italian excellence with exquisite
craftsmanship and magnificent jewelry creations. In 1905 Sotirio opened the Via Condotti shop in Rome
that would become the company’s flagship to this day. As a private family jewelry company Bulgari
prospered through the first half of the 20th century under Sotirio’s sons Giorgio and Costantino (1889–
1973). In the 1950s some of Bulgari’s best-known clients included Elizabeth Taylor, Anna Magnani, Ingrid
Bergman and Gina Lollobrigida as Rome earned a reputation as "Hollywood on the Tiber" with the Cinecittà
studios. With the flourishing Dolce Vita era, the store on Via Condotti became one of the favorite meeting
places for movie stars and socialites, thus amplifying the international fame of the brand. During the 1970s,
Bulgari stores opened in New York, Geneva, Monte Carlo and Paris. In the early 1980s, to oversee all
production of Bulgari watches, Bulgari Time was founded in Switzerland. In 1984, Paolo and Nicola Bulgari,
Giorgio’s sons, became Chairman and Vice-Chairman. Bulgari diversified its brand in 1993 with the launch
of Bulgari Parfums. In 1995, Bulgari pushed ahead with an aggressive program for growth, becoming listed

on the Milan Stock Exchange for the first time. The company has seen 150% revenue growth between 1997
and 2003. The opening of the first Bulgari Hotel in Milan in 2004 further confirmed the expansion strategy
of the brand. In 2011, Bulgari signed a strategic alliance with LVMH Moet Hennessy Louis Vuitton SA, the
world’s leading luxury group. The agreement was based on a stock transfer of the Bulgari family's shares
in Bulgari S.p.A. to LVMH, an all-share deal for €4.3 billion ($6.01 billion). Today Nicola Bulgari, who has
been vice-chairman of Bulgari since 1984, has six children and lives in Rome with his second wife Beatrice
Bulgari. According to Forbes his real time net worth as of November 2019 is $1.5 Billion.
The Nicola Bulgari Center for American Automotive Heritage Rome, Italy is located on a dead-end street in
a nondescript residential building on the outskirts of Rome. There are no signs other than the address
number. It really looks like a basement apartment house parking garage. Inside are an office, shop space
with lifts, and space for about thirty-five to 40 cars. Mr. Bulgari has 60 to 85 cars in Italy, divided among this
facility and a storage facility in Tuscany. Cars are rotated between these two
Our hosts Paolo and Patrick were extremely gracious and hospitable. We could have easily spent the entire
day taking pictures of the 30 or so cars there, asking questions, and listening to our hosts, but we had to
be mindful this is a working facility with a staff of 15 and not a museum. Here is a sampling of the cars on
display:

Left to right: 1937 Packard
Twelve Convertible Coupe
Roadster, 1938 Buick Series
90 Limousine, 1938 Packard,
1941 Cadillac Series 61 Coupe

Left to right: 1937 Buick Canada
Eight Sedan, 1941 Buick Super
Eight Coupe, 1938 Buick Special
4 Door Sedan, 1946 Oldsmobile
series 76 Sedan

The cars at the NB Center Rome were all American makes, mostly General Motors, with some
independents like a 1942 Nash Six Coupe and a 1937 Graham Paige Supercharged Sedan. The only Ford
was a 1957 Fairlane. Some restoration work is done on site. For major work, plating, and painting the cars,
or parts of cars, are shipped to the Allentown center. The restoration work is of very high quality with an
emphasis on originality. When we were previously in Allentown, Keith Flickinger, curator and manager at
the NB Center there told us the extent to which Mr. Bulgari strives to restore his vehicles to their original
condition. A lot of cars in the 1920s & 1930s used mohair fabric as interior upholstery. Keith said that Mr.
Bulgari was not satisfied with current replacement mohair fabric the shop could find. He felt the nap of the
fabric did not match the original. Mr. Bulgari contracted with a goat herder in Kazakhstan to breed and
maintain a herd of the correct variety of goats so that their chin hairs could be harvested to create mohair
fabric with the correct nap to match the original. So, in addition to everything else he owns, Mr. Bulgari also
owns a herd of goats in Kazakhstan
As per Mr. Bulgari’s wishes, All the cars at the NB Center Rome are licensed and are driven regularly on
the streets of Rome. In order to do so all the historic cars are fitted with working turn signals and required
small amber side marker lights over the front wheels. Our host Paolo described to us how difficult it can be
to drive a large classic car in congested, aggressive Rome traffic
The stars of The NB Center Rome’s collection are the historic ex-Vatican limousines. The NB Center Rome
has 10 limousines formerly owned and used by the Vatican. The majority of them are Buicks, Cadillacs,
and Packards dating from the 1930s and 1940s. Some were used by Popes and some were used to
transport royalty, cardinals, heads of states, and high-ranking diplomats. When he was a child Nicola
Bulgari was inspired and impressed by the Vatican motorcades of the 1930s and 1940s Cadillac and Buick
limousines he saw on the streets of Rome. He bought his first car, a 1937 Buick sedan, when he was 18
years old in 1959 to emulate those in the Vatican motorcades. He must have drawn a lot of attention driving
a massive American car like that on the streets of Rome among a sea of tiny Fiat 500s and Vespa scooters.
During our tour, we were shown binders with hundreds of pictures of the cars used by the Vatican State
over the years. These are part of the NB Center’s historical archives and research.
In 1938 the Vatican State ordered a
pair of new identical Cadillac Series
75 Imperial Touring Limousines and a
pair of new Buick Limited Series 90L
limousines. They are pictured here in
the foreground in this picture of the
Vatican official fleet taken in the early
1940s at the Vatican. All four are now
part of Mr. Bulgari’s collection.
Prominently dismayed on the wall of
the NB Center was an enlargement of
a photo Nicola Bulgari took in the
Vatican garage in 1963 of two of these
four, a 1938 Cadillac Series 75
Imperial Touring Limousine (Vatican
license plate SCV 14) and a 1938
Buick Limited Series 90L (SCV 15).

On the wall is the photo taken by
Mr. Bulgari in 1963. In front of it
are the two cars in the photo,
now part of his collection.

I think this is the epitome
of car collecting. You fall in
love with certain cars as a
22-year-old and then more
than 40 years later acquire
not just the same year,
make, and model, but the
actual cars that inspired
you as a youth

Those four cars had a long history:
1938 Cadillac Series 75 Imperial Touring Limousine, SCV 14. This one served the same purpose as its
twin to transport dignitaries in official visits to the Vatican. After serving a long life of official service it was
sold to a company renting vehicles to the movie industry. In its new capacity, the car appeared in many
motion pictures most notably the movie “Patton”. After several decades in the movie industry, the Cadillac
was acquired in January 2016 by the NB Center and received a complete restoration due to its poor
condition

1938 Buick Limited Series 90L, SCV 15. The top of the Buick line in 1938 was the Series 90. At the top of
Series 90 was the 90L limousine. Buick sold 410 of these special vehicles. This one in particular carried
illustrious guests of the Pope, great Cardinals and political leaders from all over the world. In 1996 the car
was decommissioned and acquired by the NB Center. It has been refurbished but not restored. Preserving
as much of originality as possible

1938 Buick Limited Series 90L, SCV 16. When the
Vatican sold this car in 1966 it was apparently acquired
by a movie rental agency in Rome. Many years later, the
car was spotted while watching an Italian film on TV. The
NB Center tracked down the car through the movie
production company and after a long negotiation
purchased the car in 2014. It required renovation work but
not complete restoration

1938 Cadillac Series 75 Imperial Touring
Limousine, SCV 11. This Cadillac is
recognizable as the one that carried British
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain on his
visit to Pope Pius XI in 1939 as part of his
efforts to avoid war in Europe. When it was
retired from the Vatican fleet, an auto repair
shop bought it and then sold it to a movie car
rental company. It changed hands several
more time before being acquired by the NB
Center in 2014. It was not on display during
our visit

Part of the NB Center Rome
collection, but not on display at
the time we visited, is this 1938
Cadillac Sixteen Town Car by
Fleetwood with an interesting
history. It is a Series 38-90 with
a 185 bhp, 431 cu. in. L-head
V-16 engine, three-speed
manual gearbox, and a
wheelbase of 141.25". Series
90 had its best year in 1938,
with 311 built. Most popular
was the seven-passenger
Imperial Sedan, with 95 sold
and a further 17 built as Formal
Sedans with division partition.
This car, however, the Style
9053 Town Car with open
chauffeur compartment, was built as a run of only ten cars. Delivered new to Countess Rosaria de
Larecchea de Schiffner in Paris, who was the Italian widow of German millionaire Baron Friedrich von
Schiffner, a flying ace in World War I and a close friend of the Red Baron. Upon the Countess’s passing in
1948, her daughters gifted the car to Francis Cardinal Spellman, a family friend, who visited them frequently
on his trips to the Vatican. Two years earlier he had been elevated to position of Cardinal by His Holiness
Pope Pius XII after previously serving as Archbishop of New York. Cardinal Spellman left the car at the
Vatican in Rome, where it was incorporated into the Vatican official fleet. In the fall of 1966, with a view to
making room for a more modern fleet of Papal cars, many of the older ones were sold off, including the
1938 sixteen. On September 9, 1966 the car with 62,348 kms (39,000 miles) on the odometer changed
hands once again, acquired by Nicola Bulgari. It is believed he paid the "outrageous", at the time, sum of
50,000 Lire for the car. In those days, that was the equivalent of about $200.

Nicola Bulgari checks the tire pressure
on the Cadillac 16 during an outing of
the Roman Classic Car Club in 1966

In the mid-1970s Bulgari sold the car to a French businessman, Noel Lambert for an undisclosed amount.
It changed hands several times over years going in and out of collections and private owners. In 2011 it
sold at Sotheby’s auction for $190,000 to an unknown private party. Mr. Bulgari re-purchased the car from
that owner in 2012 again for an undisclosed amount. At the time of the Sotheby’s auction it was reported
to be all original, never restored, with just over 7,000 miles added to the odometer in 45 years.

Also part of the NB Center Rome’s
Vatican fleet collection are these two
1948 Cadillacs which were committed
to the personal service of Popes Pius
XII and John XXIII

Not all Vatican Limos were
Cadillacs and Buicks: SCV 23,
a 1947 Packard Super Clipper
Series 2126 Limousine and
SCV 41, a 1948 Packard
Custom Series Eight 2226
Limousine

In an effort to project a less ostentatious image in the 1960s, the Vatican acquired this 1965 Checker
Marathon Town Custom Limousine, SCV 13. It was decommissioned in 2009 and acquired by the NB
center for a compete restoration and new engine

A word on Vatican license plates. All vehicles in the official Vatican fleet have license plates that begin with
the black letters SCV which is an acronym both in Italian and in Latin. The Latin is "Status Civitatis
Vaticanae" and the Italian is "Stato della Città del Vaticano"; translated from both languages, it means
"Vatican City State”. The lower the number following the SCV, the more important is the person inside. The
SCV number is usually assigned to a vehicle for its entire time in the fleet. As you have seen, the NB Center
Rome refers to all of its former Vatican official fleet vehicles by the SCV numbers they were originally
assigned, Red SCV letters and low numbers are for the vehicles that can carry the current Pope. Red SCV
number 1 is reserved for the vehicle the current Pope is actually riding in, much like our Air Force 1. This is
Pope Francis on his visit to America. For other Vatican City residents, vehicles registered in Vatican City
use the prefix CV (Civitatis Vaticanae ("Vatican City") followed by a series of digits. The scarce CV plates
are very prestigious when seen on the streets of Rome outside the Vatican. During our week in Rome cab
drivers would always point out the few cars that had CV plates.

In case you were wondering where the
historic Vatican vehicles with the lower
number SCV plates, 2 thru 5, are
stored, they are in the Vatican
Carriage Museum. In addition to the
motorized vehicles, ornate ceremonial
horse drawn carriages, some dating
back to the 1700s, are also displayed.
It is located underneath the Sistine
Chapel and it is open to the public
(unfortunately not during our visit due
to renovations).

…. To be continued in the next issue of the Talegate ….

HAULIN’ HISTORY

By Eric Josephson, ISWC Historian
Spring 2020
The Wagonmaster Enters a New Decade:
Ford Station Wagons for 1970
In the station wagon market of the Sixties, the Ford Division
of Ford Motor Company led the way with the most popular
Big Three compact wagon, the Falcon, and the first
intermediate wagon, the Fairlane, on top of a perennially popular line of traditional standard-size
haulers. In line with its reputation as “America’s station wagon specialist”, Ford in 1965
introduced its first models with the novel dual-facing rear seats, and followed up with a major
bombshell in 1966 with the two-way “Magic Doorgate” that could be folded down or opened
sideways. Meanwhile, demand for the flagship Country Squire—famous for its trademark
woodgrain exterior treatment—was ramping up rapidly, spawning a mass wave of “woodie”
competitors across the industry. In 1968, by which time the Country Squire became Dearborn’s
best-selling hauler, Ford began calling itself the “Wagonmaster”, a title it would carry proudly as
it prepared to greet the Seventies.
The Ford haulin’ fleet for 1970 arrived in
September 1969 in no less than a dozen
varieties. The biggest Ford wagons, having
been fully redesigned for 1969, were mostly
touched up in detail for 1970. The seven
members of this group rode on a 121-inch
wheelbase, took up 79.7 inches of width, stood
56.8 inches over the pavement, occupied 216.9
inches of curb space and carried up to 96.2
cubic feet of cargo. The six-passenger Custom
Ranch Wagon anchored the line, billed in the
1970 Ford Custom Ranch Wagon
year’s station wagon brochure as giving buyers
“lots of everything but price”, which started at $3,305. For $63 more, you could take a slight step
up to the Custom 500 Ranch Wagon, and another $113 on top of that would get you one with dualfacing rear seats. Next up, “for mothers who are movers”, there was the Country Sedan, belonging
to the mid-range Galaxie 500 series, in the same two configurations listing for $3,488 and $3,600.
And last but not least was “the finest expression of the Wagonmaster’s art”, the aforementioned
Country Squire (it “leads a double life”), which
was part of the premium LTD family and
stickered at $3,832 with six-passenger seating
or $3,909 in DFRS form.

1970 Ford Galaxie 500
Country Sedan Wagon

The basic body of the full-size Ford wagons followed the “Coke bottle” style that had been in
vogue for much of the Sixties, with a pronounced kickup below the C-pillars, a straight-across
character line above the wheel openings, and massive rear fender quarters. The Custom Ranch
Wagon wore quad headlamps within a horizontally divided rectangular mesh grille that flared out
at the fenders, with a narrow red vertical
divider down the middle and “Ford” spelled
out above it. Other than Ranch Wagon script
on the rear fenders and chrome moldings for
the windshield and tailgate window, there
wasn’t much trim to speak of. The Custom 500
Ranch Wagon added a thin bodyside molding,
roof drip moldings, and the Ford lettering
above the grille within a chrome header. To
this, the Country Sedan also added chrome on
the side window frames. Besides the
distinction of being the definitive “woodie”,
1970 Ford LTD Country Squire
the Country Squire also stood out with a different
face, consisting of an eggcrate-and-mesh grille, a protruding V-shaped center nose section made
up of two stacks of narrow rectangles, and headlamps hidden behind flip-up doors that formed part
of the grille, the one on the driver’s side holding a red Ford nameplate LTD lettering in a wreath
was found above the nose. On all big Fords, “full park” windshield wipers rested with the blades
off the glass when not in use, tall vertical three-section taillights wrapped around the fender edges,
and rectangular parking lamps and backup lamps were nestled in the bumpers. The three-way
Magic Doorgate, an improvement that Ford had made for ’69 on its own ingenious invention, could
be opened to the side with the window up or down, thanks to frameless glass. In the “Front Room”,
the concave “Flight Cockpit” instrument panel put all controls—even for the radio—within the
driver’s reach. For the first time since 1940, all full-size Ford wagons ran with a V-8, starting with
the 250-horsepower 351, moving up to the 260-horse 400 and topping out at 429 cubic inches and
320 or 360 horses. In all, 204,101 full-size Ford wagons were built, with the Country Squire
accounting for more than half.
The biggest news for 1970 was the “new clear
through” intermediates, the Fairlane 500 and
Torino, promoted as being “shaped by the
wind”. Constructed in “monocoque” fashion,
the new bodies sat on a 114-inch wheelbase,
one inch longer than that of their 1968 and
1969 counterparts. Overall length was 209
inches, five more than their predecessors.
Width was 75.4 inches, height 55.9 inches, and
cargo space was 85.2 cubic feet. In a bit of
model reshuffling, the base Fairlane series was
1970 Ford Torino Squire Wagon
dropped, leaving the Fairlane 500 as the lowest
priced line. The Torino, meanwhile, added a plain-sided wagon as a companion to the existing
Torino Squire. The new intermediates sported more rounded front end contours, with the hood and
close-fitting bumper coming to a point in the middle, and a body-color valance panel with an open

slot in the center and rectangular parking/signal lamps to either side. The profile view revealed
separate front and rear fender creases that each blended into the doors and just a slight rise in the
beltline, along with a horizontal character line as on the big Fords. The Fairlane 500 had quad
headlamps within a convex mesh grille split across the middle by a horizontal divider with central
Ford crest emblem. It was also marked with twin horizontal hashmarks behind each front wheel
and Fairlane 500 script on the rear fenders, while the Torino and Squire sported a flat eggcrate
grille with a round red emblem in the center, and, optionally, hidden headlamps. Torino ID was
affixed to the edge of the hood on the driver’s
side in script and to the rear fenders in block
lettering, and the base Torino was decorated
with a vinyl side molding. Tall vertical
taillights extended the full height of the fenders
and incorporated central backup lamps. These
were also the first Ford vehicles to come with
concealed windshield wipers. The bi-level
dashboard placed the horizontal speedometer
1970 Ford Torino Wagon
above fuel and temperature gauges, which were
flanked by the optional clock and heater
controls. All full-size and intermediate Fords got a new anti-theft locking steering column and,
except for the Fairlane 500, a lockable storage compartment under the cargo floor. A 250-cid six
of 145 horsepower was standard on the Fairlane 500 and Torino, a 220-horse 302-cid V-8 on the
Torino Squire. Buyers could also specify the 285-horse 351 V-8 or go all the way to 429 cubes
and 370 horses. (I have also been informed of two Torino Squires that were built with a 428 CobraJet V-8.) The two-way Magic Doorgate was standard, and a rear-facing third seat was optional.
The price span for the intermediates was $2,957 to $3,379, and collectively they brought in 37,408
customers for Ford. Motor Trend magazine was mighty impressed with the new Torino, honoring
it as its 1970 Car of the Year.
Falcon for 1970 (“queens of the carpool”,
along with the Fairlane 500) was the only one
of the original Big Three compacts that still
had wagons available, but now its days too
were numbered. The current Falcon wagon
body—built on a 113-inch wheelbase and
measuring 73.2 inches wide, 56.1 inches high
and 198.7 inches in all, with cargo capacity
identical to the Fairlane 500/Torino—had been
introduced for 1966 based on that year’s
Fairlane, and since being facelifted for 1968 it
had changed very little. The base ’70 Falcon
was Ford’s lowest-priced wagon at $2,767,
while the fancier Futura cost $111 more. The
1970 Ford Falcon Futura
styling was characterized by a split mesh
grille with a central Falcon emblem and single headlamps, rectangular parking lamps occupying
each end of a wide slot within the front bumper, mild lower body side sculpturing, full-length midbody side moldings, side window and rocker panel moldings on the Futura, and vertical taillights

with integral backup lamps. The dash design was pretty simple, consisting of a horizontal
speedometer with fuel gauge below and warning lights to either side. Standard power was a 120horse 200-cid six, with the 220-horse 302 V-8 as the only optional engine; the two-way Magic
Doorgate was also optional. When Falcon production came to a halt in December 1969, the final
tally for station wagons came to just 2,629 units: 1,624 base models and 1,005 Futuras.
Following this Falcon’s cancellation, Ford
gave flight to a Falcon of a different feather.
Introduced on January 5, 1970 as “Ford’s allnew edition of America’s all-time economy
champ”, the “1970½” Falcon was a plainer
budget-priced version of the Fairlane
500/Torino priced at $2,801. It used the same
grille as the Fairlane 500 minus the Ford crest.
1970 ½ Ford Falcon Wagon
The same range of engines as on the Fairlane 500
was on offer here. 10,539 of these Falcon wagons were built, giving Ford a total of 47,931
intermediate wagons built for the year, and grand total production of 254,661 for all Ford wagons.
That was down from 295,617 of the 1969 models, but still enough to maintain a lead over
Chevrolet.
Twice-a-year maintenance allowed 6,000 miles or six months between oil and filter changes for
all 1970 Fords, and of course you got all Ford Motor Company Lifeguard safety equipment, which
now included new “Uni-Lock” seat belts for the driver and front passenger, in which lap and
shoulder belts could be buckled as a single unit.
Looking at the option list, all models could be ordered with Select-Shift automatic transmission
(three-speed manual was standard except with the 429 V-8), power steering, power front disc
brakes (standard on Country Squire and Torino Squire), power tailgate window (standard on all
Country Squires and all full-size wagons with dual-facing rear seats), SelectAire air conditioning,
tinted glass, white sidewall tires, and a Philco AM radio. Big Fords and Torinos could also get
power side windows, power driver’s seat (six-way for big Fords, four-way for Torinos), woodtone
rim-blow steering wheel, intermittent windshield wipers, fingertip speed control, AM/FM stereo,
electric clock (standard on Country Squire) and a rooftop luggage rack with adjustable rails and
integrated air deflector. Additional accessories for full-size Fords included a tilt steering wheel, a
reclining front passenger seat (for Country Sedan and Country Squire), AM radio with StereoSonic eight-track tape system, automatic ride control to keep the wagon level regardless of load,
cargo floor carpeting, and a new saddle vinyl top for the Country Sedan and Country Squire. Also,
plaid cloth upholstery was available for the Country Sedan, Country Squire, Torino and Torino
Squire.
Exterior colors for 1970 Ford wagons numbered 21 in all. Eight could be specified for all models:
Wimbledon White, Raven Black, Candyapple Red, Medium Gold, Pastel Blue, Medium Blue,
Medium Ivy Green and Dark Ivy Green. Yellow and Medium Brown were reserved for full-size
Fords; Grabber Green, Bright Gold, Bright Yellow and Vermilion for the intermediates; and Bright
Blue and Burnt Orange for the carryover Falcon. Intermediate and full-size Fords could be done

in Light Gold, Light Ivy Yellow, Dark Blue and Dark Maroon; Dark Aqua for the older Falcon
and the full-size Fords rounded out the color choices.
So there you have the Ford wagon story as it started out in the Seventies. With the long-established
Falcon and Fairlane names out of the picture (the Falcon name did continue in Argentina and
Australia until 1992 and 2016, respectively), the Blue Oval in 1971 would be lacking a small
wagon and would concentrate exclusively on the Torino name for the mid-size lineup, but the new
subcompact Pinto would make its debut that year, and with the introduction of the first Pinto wagon
and a whole new Torino line, 1972 would help bring Ford wagon sales to record heights. The
former would soon go on to become the most popular wagon in America, solidifying Ford’s claim
to the title of “Wagonmaster”, and 1973 would bring more of the same, pushing sales well beyond
the half-million mark. World events would bring numerous challenges to that claim through the
rest of the decade.

1970 Ford Galaxie 500
Country Sedan Wagon

On a recent trip to Flint, Michigan with Chuck II, we took a side trip to the Gilmore Museum in
Hickory Corners, Michigan. We planned the stop when we learned that the Gilmore was having a
special presentation of Cadillac Professional Cars (the OTHER long roofs.) If you want to stop at
the Gilmore, be sure to allow several hours to tour. We were there in February and were unable to
tour all the buildings, since several are not
heated. Regardless, it still took several
hours to check out the open exhibits. The
Cadillac, Ford, Franklin and Lincoln
collections are large enough that they are
housed in “Dealership” buildings
throughout the property. You may
remember that our former member Tom
Minton was a devoted Lincoln collector.
Before his passing he donated this 1979
Lincoln Continental Town Car to the

Lincoln Collection at Gilmore. By 1979, Lincoln was the last of the American Luxury
Automobiles to still offer a “full” sized car. At 19’-5” in overall length, the Lincoln is longer than
most of our wagons.
As previously noted, several of the buildings on the property were closed. But we still had the
opportunity to see a few wagons. A 1948 Series CC Crosley wagon was seen in one of the closed
buildings (our docent was nice enough to round up the keys to one of the closed buildings).

This 1947 DeSoto Suburban doesn’t look like
a wagon, yet its unique seating arrangement
allowed for 9 passengers or a combination of
passengers and cargo.

This fine 1931 Model A Ford wagon was seen
in the Gilmore Ford Dealership. Manila Brown
was the only standard body color in ’31. The
wood for the body came from Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula, with the frames made of
maple wood and the paneling made of birch
wood.

Another Model A found in the Ford Dealership
was this Jim Beam 1929 Ford station wagon.
During the 1980’s Jim Beam produced a series
of 9 decanters based on the Ford Model A.
Here we have the ‘29 wagon with the ’29
pickup in the background. This is one I need to
add to my toy collection.

Lots of toy wagons to be seen throughout the Gilmore.

Although it doesn’t quite match the factory
side trim this tin toy represents a 1957 Ford.

Ford toy wagons everywhere. Here is a ’59.

This one I am not sure of. Maybe an early
50’s Ford or perhaps a Chrysler product.

There is no mistaking this one. 1950’s
Rambler complete with box. Immaculate
shape. Has to be worth quite a bit.

During the early 1960’s as a teenager I belonged to (if I remember the name correctly) the “Ford
Advisory Board”. We would receive newsletters which solicited our opinions on Ford automotive
ideas. They also provided drawings of concept designs for our review and comment. We could
also submit our own sketches of concepts, which I did. (Maybe one of these days as I clean out the
attic, I will find my old sketches.)
GM had the Fisher Body Craftsman Guild which had annual competitions from 1930 through
1968. Teenagers were encouraged to enter one or both of the competitions. One was to build a
1/12 scale model of Napolean’s Coronation Coach, which just happens to be the Fisher Body
Trademark. It was named the Napoleanic Coach competition. The other was the model car design
competition. Similar to the Ford idea, children and young adults were encouraged to design and
build scale model concept cars. As noted in the display area at the Gilmore, several of the talented
model builders went on to work for the GM design studio. Perhaps a few hundred of the models
are on display at the Gilmore. My favorite? A wagon of course. A teenager named George Herzog
from Virginia entered the event 6 times, winning regional and state awards.

George’s entry for 1958 was constructed of
wood and plastic and won 1st state and
regional winner, Virginia. All regional
winners received a trip to Detroit for a 3
day convention. During that time they were
all fitted with identical blazers. Tours of
GM were also included.

The convention concluded with a fabulous
banquet attended by all the GM “big wigs”.
The emcee for the banquet was none other
than CBS News Anchor Walter Cronkite.
Although George had dreamed of one day
becoming an automotive designer, he
attended Duke University, received an Air
Force commission and went to work in
Dayton, OH at Wright Patterson Air Force
Base, from which he eventually retired.

Club Store
2019 Buffalo t-shirts
XXL sand, 4 available,
$10.00 each and $2.50 shipping.
2018 Dayton t-shirts
XXL blue, 1 available, XXL lavender, 2
available,
XL white, 1 available, L blue and L grey, 1
each available.
$10.00 each and $2.50 shipping.
2017 Pocono t-shirts
XL tan, 1 available, L green, 1 available.
$10.00 each and $2.50 shipping.
Club logo pocket t-shirt
L tan, 1 available, $15 each and $2.50
shipping.
Club logo no pocket t-shirt
Any size $15 each and $2.50 shipping.
XXL tan, 1 available. XL tan, 2 available.
L tan, 4 available.
M tan, 2 available.
Club golf shirts
XXL tan, 1 available, $20 each and $2.50 shipping., XL tan, 3 available, $20 each and $2.50 shipping.
ISWC window stickers
$2.50 each includes shipping. (unlimited quantity)

Activities

June 23 to 27, 2020
September 18 to 20, 2020

ISWC 2020 Convention and Show, Shenandoah Valley, VA
CANCELED DUE TO THE CORONA VIRUS
A Pontiac Celebration – Eastern Regional Meet
Crowne Plaza, Host Hotel, Warwick, Rhode Island
All profits go to fight childhood cancer.
Special station wagon class
Friday night parking lot party and “Teddy Bear Cruise at the host

June 22 to 26, 2021

June 21 to 25, 2022
June 18 to 24, 2023

hotel – all cars welcome! Informative technical seminars.
Saturday afternoon ALL Pontiac Show.
Saturday Night Family BBQ party
Sunday farewell breakfast
Swap meet & arts and crafts. Music by Cruisin’ Bruce Palmer
10 years & $50,000 Helping Children
Information: info@pontiacregistry.com or fridgi@cox.net
Or call 941-792-6279 or local (R) 401-934-0663
ISWC 2021 Convention and Show, Shenandoah Valley, VA
Stonewall Jackson Hotel, Staunton, VA. Hope to see you there.
Mark this date!
ISWC 2022 Convention and Show, Akron, OH area.
ISWC Convention and Show Danbury, CT (?)

Parting Shot

