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The President’s Note 
 

Here it is July 2020, the year with no car shows. I have had all my cars out of the garages and have 

taken them for short rides. But no real destination. Everything in my area has been cancelled. But 

I did notice an impromptu gathering at a local restaurant (carry out only). Perhaps I should spend 

more time on social media and watch for more of these. But it is not just car shows. Swap meets 

are not happening in this area. And even if they were, I am not sure if I would attend. (I am in the 

OLD group that is more likely to catch the covid-19 virus.)  

 

I was reminded recently of another pandemic that I lived through, Polio. That conversation (along 

with a recent article in Old Cars Weekly) put my memory into gear. Similar to today, we stayed 

home as much as possible during the epidemic. As an 8 year old I was content to stay in the house 

and play with my toys. The metal Tootsie Toy trucks were likely my favorites. I had a few of the 

Auburn rubber toy cars also. But I had something special. Back in 1952,53,54 (?) our family was 

looking at new cars. The local Chrysler Plymouth dealer provided me with a beautiful maroon 

Plymouth friction STATION WAGON! Yes, that was my first wagon. If I remember correctly, all 

the local car dealers were giving promo cars to prospective buyers. But the Plymouth was the only 

wagon promo car I remember. (By the way, we bought a new green 4 door Hudson Hornet.) 

 

Enough of my memories. What have you been doing during the summer of 2020?  

 

Let’s welcome our new member to the Board of Directors, Scotty Cramolini of Ventura, CA. 

 

New Members: 

 

No new members this quarter. We normally pick up most of our new members at the annual 

show.  No show … no new members. 

 

 

Chuck Snyder 

President ISWC  

 

 

 

 



Once again we have lost a member of the ISWC family.  

 

Doug Englin                                                                                      

October 20, 1959 – June 23, 2020 

 

Douglas (Doug) Scott Englin, 60, passed away on June 23, 2020 in Chicago. 

He was born on October 20, 1959 to Dana and Doris (Miller) Englin in St 

Charles. IL. Doug married the love of his life Debra (Aevermann) Englin on 

October 28, 1995. 
 

Doug was a proud graduate of Batavia High School, class of 1978. He 

enjoyed careers with Mooseheart, Graphic Packaging, Gonnella Baking 

Company and was most recently employed by Roto-Rooter Plumbing.   
 

Doug thoroughly enjoyed collecting and restoring antique cars. He loved 

participating in cruise nights and car shows with his cherished 1960 Ramblers. He spent many afternoons 

talking in great detail to fellow car enthusiasts and sharing stories about his antique cars. Doug was an avid 

fan of hockey and baseball and loved rooting the Chicago Blackhawks and White Sox on to victory. He 

loved to bowl and had been in many leagues in the past. In addition he loved to travel. Some of his most 

favorite trips were spent cruising with Debbie. He made it to 49 of the 50 states, just missing Alaska.  
 

Doug is survived by his wife of 25 years, Debra (Aevermann) Englin, his mother Doris (Miller) Englin, his 

brother Greg (Kris) Englin and family, as well as many beloved aunts and uncles, nieces and nephews and 

cousins. In addition, he is survived by his mother-in-law, Carolyn Aevermann and brothers-in-law Ron 

(Sue) Aevermann and Steve (Lily) Aevermann. Doug was preceded in death by his father Dana Englin, 

paternal grandparents, Gus and Bessie Englin, maternal grandparents Russell and Gertrude Miller as well 

as several aunts and uncles.  
 

The family would like to thank the wonderful doctors and nurses at Northwestern Hospital in Chicago for 

their care and compassion.  
 

A celebration of life will be planned at a future date.  
 

 

 

 

Best of Show 2015  

Springfield, IL 

1960 Rambler American  

Owned by Doug and Debra 

Englin 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OUR VISIT TO THE NICOLA BULGARI CENTER FOR AMERICAN AUTOMOTIVE 

HERITAGE ROME, ITALY (PART 2 of 2) 

GEORGE HOLT 

 

Buicks have a long association with the Vatican State fleet.  Here in an undated photo from the 

NB Center Rome’s archive is a line of nine 1932 Buick Series 90 official Vatican vehicles behind 

St Peters.  

 

Note the Swiss Guard on the left.  This could be a picture of one of the earliest Vatican official 

motor vehicle fleets. It must be remembered that Popes ruled over a collection of sovereign Papal 

States throughout central Italy until the country was unified in 1870. The new secular government 

had seized all the land of the Papal States with the exception of the small patch of the Vatican, and 

a cold war of sorts then broke out between the church and the Italian government. Popes refused 

to recognize the authority of the Kingdom of Italy, and the Vatican remained beyond Italian 

national control. Pope Pius IX proclaimed himself a “prisoner of the Vatican,” and for almost 60 



years popes refused to leave the Vatican and submit to the authority of the Italian government. 

There was no need for official motor vehicles since all papal processions were within the walls of 

the Vatican and utilized horse drawn carriages. The dispute between the Italian government and 

the Catholic Church ended in 1929 with the signing of the Lateran Pacts, which allowed the 

Vatican to exist as its own sovereign state and compensated the church for the Papal States 

controlled by the Italian government.  Benito Mussolini, the head of the Italian government at the 

time, signed the treaty.  Once Popes could leave the walls of Vatican, the need arose for official 

cars to carry them and important visitors  

This is the only 

restoration shop I have 

been in that has a grand 

piano in it. We were 

served Italian coffee 

and dessert on the 

piano, and were told a 

famous Italian film 

director had recently 

been playing it at one 

of Mr. Bulgari’s private 

parties.  We gave a 

Long Island Chapter 

Buick Club hat and 

dash plaques to our 

hosts.  

The Rome NB Center is also 

used by Mr. Bulgari for 

entertainment. Mr. Bulgari 

maintains close ties with the 

Vatican. In November 2018 

Mr. Bulgari hosted a three-

day event in his facility 

honoring the Swiss Guards 

that protect the pope 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been said that Nicola Bulgari’s love for intricate timepieces is also expressed in his love for 

intricate model automobiles.  He has recently acquired Brooklin, a 40-year old company that 

creates bespoke handmade automobiles to the exact replica of a car. One of the artisans at Brooklin 

created a one of one handmade model of the maroon 1933 Buick sedan.  He created the inside with 

every moving part, the color of the stitching on the seats, the license plates, the wheels, every 

aspect of the sedan. If you angle up the hood on the model you will see Buicks innovative overhead 

valve straight-eight 

engine exactly as 

on the car.  For 

eight months 

Primo (I only have 

the first name) 

painstakingly 

worked on the car 

at night on his 

kitchen table.  And 

then he gave it to 

Mr. Bulgari as a 

surprise Christmas 

present. The 

artisanship of the 

present touched 

One of the most 

stunning cars in the 

collection, and one 

of Mr. Bulgari’s 

favorites is this 

1933 Buick Model 

67 Sedan 



Bulgari, “It was so well done, I wanted to get in the car and drive it away.” That answers the 

question of what do you get as a present for a man who has everything  

 

 

During our visit, we were very 

honored to be given a tour of 

Mr. Bulgari’s private 

apartment at the NB Rome 

Center. The lower floor 

contains display cases with 

most of his model collection, 

and a kitchen. Mr. Bulgari has 

about 4,000 car models at the 

Rome center 

 

  



 

 

  

The model 

collection is a 

variety of 

years, makes, 

and models in 

various sizes. 

Some are non-

production 

vehicles 

Station wagons, 

while absent 

from the full-

size collection 

at the NB 

Center Rome, 

were well 

represented in 

the model 

collection 



 

 

 

  

On the second 

level was Mr. 

Bulgari’s 

private library/ 

study and 

bedroom. 

Where there are 

hundreds of 

books, all auto 

related.  

On the left, 

our very 

gracious host. 

Paolo 

Ciminiello, 

my son 

Thomas Holt, 

and myself. 



 

 

Even though we did not get a chance 

to visit it, I’d like to mention Mr., 

Bulgari’s other Italian facility in 

Sarteano Tuscany. Five years ago, 

Nicola Bulgari had a local architect 

convert a former hair-removal 

products factory into a sleek, 

modernist building.  Quite the 

opposite of his low-key Rome 

facility. It is located not far from his 

country house and family 

vineyards. The roughly 8,000-

square-foot building contains a 

living area, dining terrace, show 

area, and warehouse. Like his other 

facilities this is not open to the 

public 

In addition to his classics from the 1930s and 1940s, The Tuscany facility also has the cars in Mr. 

Bulgari’s collection that are a nod to the more modern era and speed. You’ll note a Corvette, two 

Camaros, two Firebirds, and a Buick Grand National on the upper level. 



One of the reasons for Mr. Bulgari creating the facility in Tuscany was the ability to drive his cars 

flat out on the back roads. Something that cannot be done in Rome. 

 

I think this photo sums up why Mr. Bulgari collects the cars that he does. Talk about living the 

dream: Driving your classic car at speed down a deserted country road in the hills of Tuscany. 

Now that’s La Dolce Vita -The Sweet Life. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

World of Wheels Pittsburgh 2019 
 

With so many events being cancelled this 

year, I jumped into my photo archives and 

found that I had never published “World 

of Wheels – Pittsburgh 2019”. I am not a 

fan of customs, but every now and then I 

enjoy visiting a show such as this. I was 

amazed at the number of wagons on 

display. A show favorite was this 1955 

Chevy Nomad. You’ll see that this issue’s  

“Parting Shot” features the same wagon. 

Tri-Five Chevys seemed to be the thing.  



Next in the line-up was this 1956 

Handyman wagon. Not quite the working 

man’s wagon, this one comes with a 

Chevy ZZ 430 crate engine, Holley 4 

barrel, performance headers, 2.5” stainless 

exhaust and a 700R4 automatic tranny. 

Four wheel disc brakes have been added 

to slow it down.  

 

Shaved door handles, custom leather 

interior and a custom one piece power 

tailgate add to the appearance. Similar to 

the majority of the cars on display, this 

one is local from Wexford, PA. 

 

 

 

Rounding out the Tri-Five wagons is not 

just one, but two 57 Chevys. Not much 

information other than the owner’s names 

and locations. Although the Blue Nomad 

does have “fuel injected” insignia on the 

fenders.  

 

 

 

 

 

With the orange and black color 

combination, could this be a Cincinnati 

Bengals fan?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Continuing with Chevys, a 1961 Corvair 

Lakewood 500 was on display. The 

owners placard notes that this Azure Aqua 

wagon has been restored to the original 

condition, complete with numerous tourist 

destination stickers. .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A favorite with racers, this (not so family 

friendly) 1972 Vega wagon looks like it is 

ready to go.  

 

 

 

 

What’s this? A custom 2007 Subaru 

Forester wagon. With a younger 

generation getting into the old car hobby, I 

expect to see more of these small newer 

wagons at future shows. Although, this is 

not my cup of tea, it was very well done.  

 

 

 

 

One Ford wagon on the show floor. This 

1933 model had a mild exterior make 

over. Under the hood? I have trouble 

identifying various engines, but it was 

definitely not a 1933 Ford flathead.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



HAULIN’ HISTORY 

By Eric Josephson, ISWC Historian 

Summer 2020 

 

Some Personal Haulin’ History:  

A Gallery of Vintage Station Wagon Snapshots 

 
With no convention, no wagon show, and therefore no Feature 

Wagon to report on this year, I decided to get really creative and 

put on another show of sorts. On that note, I hereby present 

“Haulin’ History” in a very special way that places the history of haulin’ on a more personal level. 

 

Over the last several years, I have amassed a collection of vintage snapshots of station wagons that I have 

found and purchased on eBay, so for this installment, I have put together a gallery of some personally 

selected snapshots of wagons covering a wide array of years, makes and models for your enjoyment. 

 

My first exhibit is this 1929 Ford Model A woodie, the 

first factory station wagon promoted as a passenger-car 

model. Shown with all of its window curtains in place 

and a New Jersey license plate, this one still appeared 

to be in fine shape when this snapshot was taken, 

probably sometime in the mid-Sixties. Although the 

era of genuine wood-bodied vehicles had ended a 

decade earlier, vintage woodies were very popular with 

the surfing crowd at the time. With 4,954 assemblies in 

this inaugural year, Ford’s Iron Mountain facility was 

the site of the dawn of a new era. 

 

With the Great Depression looming over the auto 

market in the ensuing years, it would take Ford seven 

years to top that figure, but in 1936, Dearborn created 

what is regarded as one of its most beautiful designs of 

all time, and found 7,044 buyers for the Model 68 

woodies. And how do you make this hauler even more 

beautiful? Take nine beautiful ladies along for the ride! 

 

 

 

Plymouth was the first make to challenge Ford with a 

factory-built woodie of its own in 1934. Production 

began that year with a trickle at just 35 units, but by 

1940, when this PT10 DeLuxe woodie was made, 

output had risen to 3,206. This image with a little 

barefoot boy looking very comfortable atop the fender 

reminds me of The Waltons, which, in fact, had a 1940 

Plymouth woodie just like this during the later years of 

the series 



 

In the Forties, Pontiac automobiles were easily 

identifiable by their Silver Streak trim consisting of 

bands of chrome running down the middle of the hood 

and rear deck. In 1941, when this Custom Torpedo 

wagon was built, they were also applied to all the 

fenders. The Torpedo name seemed particularly 

apropos in this time of war, and it would not be long 

before the automakers would be making actual 

torpedoes instead of cars.  

 

 

 

When civilian automobile production resumed after 

World War II ended, most manufacturers did so with 

bodies carried over from 1942, including Ford, which 

was the first out of the gate with new 1946 models. 

Despite the material shortages the industry had to 

grapple with, Ford finished first in production and built 

a record 16,960 of its Super DeLuxe wagons.  

 

 

 

During its early years, Mercury was in essence a Ford 

in fancier clothing and with a bit more power. Still was 

in 1947, when this Series 79M woodie was built, but 

the Lincoln-Mercury Division was formed that year, 

giving it a separate dealer network from Ford. The ’47 

model year began late, in February, and ended in 

November. Early ’47s saw no change from ’46, but by 

spring, chrome was more readily available and was thus 

applied to the grille frame and the interior.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crosley was a builder of diminutive cars that anyone 

could afford, and was one of the earliest with an all-

steel station wagon. In 1948, when this station wagon 

was built, Crosley was the biggest producer of station 

wagons with 23,489 built, and you could get one for as 

little as $929. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chevrolet brought out its first postwar designs for 

1949. Its family hauler was the Styleline Deluxe 

wagon, which started out the year with genuine wood 

bodies, but switched to all-steel bodies with simulated 

wood trim in mid-year. Either way, the price started at 

the same figure of $2,267. A total of 6,006 were built 

out of total record volume of just over a million. 

 

 

 

 

Treading carefully along this woolly path is this 1950 

Ford woodie. These were the first Ford wagons to bear 

what is in all likelihood the most storied name in all of 

wagondom—Country Squire. It was part of the Custom 

series and was applied to a lightly touched-up version 

of the all-new 1949 body. They were also the last built 

at the Iron Mountain plant. 

 

 

 

 

 

DeSoto station wagons were always a rare sight 

regardless of year. This one is a 1951 Custom model, 

one of 1,440 built for 1951 and 1952 combined. 

DeSotos had been running exclusively with sixes since 

1933, but that would soon change. 

 

 

 

In 1952, war in Korea was raging on, and given the 

consequent production restrictions, most automakers 

made do with carryover cars showing minimal change 

compared to the prior year, but Ford Motor Company 

took a chance on all-new styling for its entire fleet. 

This Mercury Series 2M wagon, like the Ford Country 

Squire, was no longer a true woodie, although wood 

was used for framing the simulated wood siding. 

 



 

 

Willys-Overland pioneered the all-steel station 

wagon in 1946 with its Willys Jeep Station Wagon. 

This one is from 1953, Willys’ golden anniversary 

year, and also the year it was acquired by Kaiser-

Frazer, becoming Willys Motors, subsidiary of 

Kaiser-Willys. The Toledo outfit built 22,941 

Station Wagons for ’53, with a choice of F-head 

four or L-head six. 

 

 

 

 

 

Air conditioning was seldom installed in automobiles 

in the mid-Fifties, mainly because it was a relatively 

expensive accessory. But this family had a way to beat 

the heat in their 1954 Plymouth Plaza wagon. The 

window-mounted device was commonly called a “car 

cooler”, or sometimes “swamp cooler”. Today almost 

any car you can buy comes with AC, but there are 

manufacturers who make these old-fashioned coolers 

for antique car owners to install. 

 

 

 

Studebaker called its 1955 station wagons Conestoga. 

That name recalled the horse-drawn coaches the 

company built in its early days that traversed the trails 

of the old west. This one is a Commander Regal, the 

top model in South Bend’s haulin’ line; a total of 2,516 

were built. 

                                                                                         

 

 

 

The 1956 Chrysler New Yorker Town & Country was 

arguably the finest example of Virgil Exner’s “Forward 

Look” campaign. It was the most luxurious—and 

expensive—station wagon on the market at the time; 

indeed, not everyone could afford one, and a mere 

1,070 built for the year, so it was not surprising to find 

one in that year’s popular film High Society.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Marooned in the driveway! Appropriately enough, this 

is a 1957 Ford Del Rio Ranch Wagon, whose name, in 

Spanish, means “of the river”. Ford built 321,170 

station wagons in 1957, the all-time record for any 

standard-size car series for any manufacturer in any 

one model year. 

 

 

 

The Ambassador nameplate had represented the finest cars from 

Nash since 1927, but with Nash’s demise in 1957, it was 

inherited by Rambler for 1958. This was also the first year for 

an Ambassador wagon, but the odds of me finding a vintage 

photo of a ’58 Ambassador Custom Cross Country hardtop 

wagon were pretty minuscule, considering only 294 were built. 

The only one known to survive today was our Feature Wagon 

in 2009. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here we have a lopsided view of an orphan. No, not the 

kid, the wagon, a 1959 Edsel Villager. In fact, it already 

was one when this photo was taken in May 1963. 

Introduced by Ford Motor Company for 1958 with 

tremendous fanfare, the Edsel failed to live up to 

consumer expectations and expired before the decade 

was up, soon becoming the poster car for abject failure 

                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

1960 was the year of the compact, and Chrysler’s entry was the 

Valiant, which came standard with the first of one of the 

company’s best and most famous engines, the Slant Six. This 

one is an entry-level V-100. Though sold by Plymouth dealers 

from the beginning, Valiant was treated as an entity in itself in 

1960, before officially becoming a Plymouth the following 

year. 

 

 



 

 

 

The 1961 Pontiacs, such as this Catalina Safari, 

returned to the split grille first seen in 1959, when the 

division brought out the first of its “Wide-Track” 

models. Although a bit leaner than its 1959 and 1960 

counterparts, this Safari could still handle two big 

German Shepherds with ease. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The brochure for the 1962 Ford Falcon featured its 

continuing tie-in with Peanuts. Here Charlie Brown asks, 

“Have you noticed how the new Falcon Squire wagon 

attracts a certain kind of buyer?” Linus replies, “Yes, it 

seems to appeal particularly to the smart, chic, 

sophisticated kind of person”, to which Lucy responds 

“You called?” This “Thunderbird of wagons” came with 

full carpeting and a power tailgate window and could also 

be ordered with bucket seats and a console.  

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s another rare one I was very fortunate to find. In 

1963, the Meteor was Mercury’s counterpart to the 

Ford Fairlane. Both had been introduced for 1962 as 

the industry’s first intermediates, but the Meteor was 

not nearly as well-received as the Fairlane, and the 

wagons, like this top-of-the-line Country Cruiser—one 

of only 1,485 built—wound up being one-year 

wonders. 

 

 

 

 

This 1963 Rambler Classic 550 Cross Country belonged to some very 

good friends of mine.  Robin and her sister Sandra live in Springfield, 

Massachusetts, where they and I attended American International 

College back in the Eighties. That’s Robin in the back seat; their 

father is at the wheel and their mother is up front with him. The 

Classic and Ambassador were all-new for ’63 and made a fine 

impression on Motor Trend, which awarded Rambler its Car of the 

Year award. 

 

 



 

 

 

Hopefully no bad luck befell this shiny red 1964 Dodge 

440 wagon. The Dodge division in general didn’t have 

too much bad luck, as it celebrated “50 years of 

dependability” and its first year of selling half a million 

cars. Production for the 440 wagons was 14,774. 

 

 

 

In 1965, Chrysler-brand production hit 200,000 for the 

first time, including 11,496 of its Town & Country 

wagons, their first time in five-digit sales territory. 

Most were the lower-priced Newport version, such as 

this one. Its showroom companion hauler, the New 

Yorker Town & Country, was in its final year, and 

Ozzie and Harriet Nelson drove one in the final year of 

their long-running series, The Adventures of Ozzie and 

Harriet. 

 

 

Buick in 1966 was advertised as “the tuned car”. This 

is a 1966 Sport Wagon, one of 21,610 built. Along with 

its Oldsmobile counterpart, the Vista Cruiser, it was 

famous for the “skyroof” windows that enabled 

second- and third-seat passengers to gaze up at the sky 

while riding. Previously part of the Skylark family, the 

Sport Wagon was now a series in its own right. 

 

 

 

This 1967 Plymouth Belvedere wagon was the most 

basic model in this mid-size series, ranking below the 

Belvedere I and Belvedere II. Having discontinued its 

compact Valiant wagons, Plymouth apparently felt 

compelled to give buyers something to compensate, 

and at $2,579—just $77 more than a ’66 Valiant 200 

wagon—5,477 families gave it their approval. 

 

 



 

 

 

Throughout the Sixties, Pontiac was America’s most 

successful middle-price brand, especially in 1968 when 

it built a division record 910,977 cars—including 

66,842 station wagons—and held fast to third place in 

the industry for the seventh consecutive year. This is 

an Executive Safari, which was a new addition in ’67 

that put Pontiac in the rapidly growing market for faux-

woodie wagons. The ’68s found 12,038 customers. 

 

 

 

This 1969 Oldsmobile Vista Cruiser is posed on the 

campus of Palomar College, in San Marcos, California, 

near San Diego. Founded in 1946, the school’s colors 

are scarlet and silver. Maybe that’s where Chevrolet got 

the name for its Palomar Red exterior paint shade 

offered on its 1963 and 1964 cars. A dark green ’69 

Vista Cruiser was the starring hauler on That ’70s 

Show. 

 

 

 

 

The 1970 Mercury Montego was advertised as the “the 

action intermediate with the accent on luxury”. It 

certainly looked the part with its dramatic protruding 

nose, and this MX Villager looked even more so with 

its concealed headlamps and rich “yacht deck” wood 

paneling. It was rare, though; just 2,682 were built. 

 

 

It’s hard to believe today given its notoriety for rampant 

rust and persistent oil leaks, but Chevrolet’s new 

subcompact Vega was Motor Trend’s Car of the Year 

for 1971. The wagon was called the Kammback, named 

for Wunebald Kamm, a Swiss auto designer who 

specialized in aerodynamics. 

 

 

 



 

 

Ford introduced its competing Pinto that same year, but 

waited till February 1972 to bring out a wagon to face 

off with the Kammback. Pinto wagons were actually of 

one series; unlike the bigger Country Squire and Gran 

Torino Squire, the Squire package for the Pinto was a 

trim option rather than a distinct model. Some folks 

nicknamed it the “Country Squirt”. Despite the mid-

year intro, the Pinto wagons immediately outsold the 

Kammback, and would go on to become America’s 

best-selling wagon the very next year. 

 

 

 

General Motors’ 1973 intermediates, such as this 

Chevrolet Chevelle Malibu Estate, were fully 

redesigned for the model year. In the process, they 

combined enhanced door pillar and roof construction 

with frameless door glass, hence the corporate term 

“Colonnade styling”. Wagons in this set also received 

a new full one-piece hatch-style tailgate. 

 

 

 

 

In 1977, Plymouth was building two sizes of Sport 

Suburbans: the full-size Gran Fury and the mid-size 

“small” Fury. This is one of the latter—one of 6,567 

made—which still wore “fuselage” styling that had 

characterized Plymouth (and Dodge) intermediates 

since 1971, although new stacked rectangular 

headlamps did update the look a bit. 

 

 

 

Nineteen seventy-seven was also the year GM 

downsized all of its full-size cars, bringing renewed 

sense and sensibility to that sector after the first fuel 

crisis, and for 1978 its intermediates received the same 

treatment. This is a ’78 Buick Century Estate Wagon, 

which at 33,600 units was Flint’s best-selling mid-size 

wagon to date. 



The Pontiac version was the LeMans, this one a 1979 

Grand LeMans Safari. Pontiac sold 81,480 wagons in 

1979, more than any other year in its history. The 

Grand LeMans Safari accounted for 20,783 of that 

total. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three years after GM’s big cars were downsized, they 

received their first significant makeover. Among them 

was this 1980 Oldsmobile Custom Cruiser. 

Unfortunately, a second fuel shortage and economic 

recession triggered by the deposing of the Shah in Iran 

crippled sales of big cars again, even though they were 

more manageably sized than those made during the 

first fuel shortage. Custom Cruiser production of 

17,034 was less than half the 1979 figure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When first introduced for 1981, the K-cars helped put 

Chrysler Corporation back on the road to prosperity 

after a well-publicized federal bailout. This Dodge 

Aries LE wagon is one of 4,519 built for 1985, when 

the K-cars received their only significant facelift. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

And finally, there is this Buick Roadmaster Estate 

Wagon from the Nineties. As the Roadmaster was the 

last wagon of the kind we had come to know for 

generations, the image of this one buried in snow could 

very well serve as an epitaph to the station wagon as 

we had come to know it for generations, depicting an 

old concept that was buried for good when the last of 

these was built in 1996. 

 

 

 

When we at the ISWC put on a show of our beloved station wagons, we evoke the memories of those 

observers who had them back in the day, as do all these images I have just presented. I expect most of these 

wagons are gone now, but thanks to the magic of photography they all live on. Of course, there is a chance, 

however remote, that maybe a few of these are still around for us to make more snapshot memories with. 

2019 Buffalo t-shirts 

XXL sand, 4 available,  $10.00 each and $5.00 shipping. 

2018 Dayton t-shirts  

XXL blue, 1 available,  XXL lavender, 2 available,  XL white, 1 available,  L blue and L grey, 1 each 

available. $10.00 each and $5.00 shipping. 

2017 Pocono t-shirts 

XL tan, 1 available,  L green, 1 available. $10.00 each and $5.00 shipping. 

Club logo pocket t-shirt  

L tan, 1 available, $15 each and $5.00 shipping. 

Club logo no pocket t-shirt 

Any size $15 each and $5.00 shipping. 

XXL tan, 1 available. XL tan, 1 available.    L tan, 4 available.  M tan, 2 available. 

Club golf shirts  

XXL tan, 1 available, $20 each and $5.00 shipping., XL tan, 3 available, $20 each and $2.50 shipping. 

ISWC window stickers  

$2.50 each includes shipping. (unlimited quantity) 

  

Club Store 

 



  



Activities 

   

September 18 to 20, 2020 A Pontiac Celebration – Eastern Regional Meet 

 CANCELED DUE TO THE CORONA VIRUS 

Fall 2020 Although, we had hoped to get a late ISWC gathering on the agenda, 

Covid 19 has changed those plans. Looks like our next get together 

will be Staunton 2021.  

June 22 to 26, 2021  ISWC 2021 Convention and Show, Shenandoah Valley, VA  

Stonewall Jackson Hotel, Staunton, VA. Hope to see you there.         

Mark this date! 

June 21 to 25, 2022  ISWC 2022 Convention and Show, Akron, OH area.  

June 18 to 24, 2023  ISWC Convention and Show Danbury, CT (?)  

 

Parting Shot 

 


